AUTHOR'S PREFACE
THE purpose of the present book is to introduce the reader who is already familiar with the fundamental concepts of the differential and integral calculus into the domain of optics in such a way that he may be able both to understand the dms and results of the most recent investigation and, in addition, to follow the original works in detail.
The book was written at the request of the publisher—a request to which I gladly responded, not only because I shared his view that a modern text embracing the entire domain was wanting, but also because I hoped to obtain for myself some new ideas from the deeper insight into the subject which writing in book form necessitates. In the second and third sections of the Physical Optics I have advanced some new theories. In the rest of the book I have merely endeavored to present in the simplest possible way results already published.
Since I had a text-book in mind rather than a compendium, I have avoided the citation of such references as bear only upon the historical development of optics. The few references which I have included are merely intended to serve the reader for more complete information upon those points which can find only brief presentation in the text, especially